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"Now stare into my eyes!" Magician Rob Zabrecky practices the art if illusion on the Ghettogloss crowd.

By Dean Kuipers, Los Angeles Times Staff Writer 
June 1, 2009

If you've got a melody gin, it only takes two little musical tones to make a song, a really good
party, or even a strange and ever-changing career as a musician. Sunday night at Ghettogloss
gallery in Silver Lake, the duo known as Dewanatron made a rare appearance with their
handmade instruments, pulled together a bunch of L.A.-based musicians and a birthday cake, and
left the local hip-oisie gaping in wonder.

"Much like a cotton gin weaves together strands to make cloth, the melody gin weaves together a
melody," explained Leon Dewan in between sets. One half of Dewanatron, Leon makes the "guts"
of their handmade analogue electronic instruments, while his cousin Brian Dewan makes the
cabinets. Leon's father was an inventor and worked with high-voltage equipment. "It's better to
work with low-voltage, solid-state parts," nodded Leon, "and not risk death every day."

The Dewans' melody gins come in various sizes and shapes – some, like the Dual Primate
Console, are too big to transport easily. Others are gallery installations or meant to hang on walls,
where they generate tones on their own. Leon explained that the particular gin he was playing that
night, which was about the size of an old reel-to-reel tape machine, generated sets of two toggling
tones – up to sixteen total – that could then be modified with banks of knobs and dampening keys.

At full roar, the Dewanatron experience howled and warbled
with demented mid-1960s fervor, all simple rhythms laced up
with complex and freakish electronic wails, a retrofuturistic
journey to the reinvention of the synthesizer.

The Dewans were joined by screenwriter Mark Blackwell on
guitar; filmmaker Paul Yates on his own Dewan-built melody
gin; bassist Jim Robbins; Drivin' n Cryin' drummer Jeff
Sullivan; Tim Maloney on incidental violin, trumpet and
guitar; plus other folks on electric dulcimers and found
percussion, and Tommy Jordan banging spoons all over the

Hello,Visitor Register Sign-InHello,Visitor Register Sign-In

Colin Young-Wolff /  Special to the Times

RELATED

Ads by

#1 Rule to Build Muscle
Learn how a student gained 10
Lbs. of muscle by obeying this
one rule.  Learn more

1 Tip to a Skinny Stomach
I cut down 36 lbs of body fat in
just 3 months by obeying this 1
rule!   Learn more

Advertisement

 Add Your Link Here!

Free 3-in-1 Credit Report
View your 2009 Credit Report
and Scores from all 3 bureaus
for $0!  Learn more

Shocking cell phone bill?
Get back in control w/TracFone.
NO bills, NO contract, NO
surprises, FREE shipping. Hot
deals now!  Learn more

 

Advertisement
Free 3-in-1 Credit Report
View your 2009 Credit Report

ADVERTISEMENT

http://www.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/news/printedition/front/
http://www.latimes.com/about/site/la-about-sitemap,0,2204194.htmlstory
http://www.latimes.com/classified/
http://www.zetabid.com/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/realestate/rentals/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/realestate/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/cars
http://www.latimes.com/classified/jobs/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3840/0/0/%2a/y;214974397;0-0;0;37602456;6-120/60;31470480/31488356/1;u=http://www.latimes.com/theguide/summer/la-gd-dewanatron1-2009jun01,0,1358074.story;~okv=;rs=10009;rs=10010;rs=10011;rs=10017;rs=10019;rs=10026;rs=10027;rs=10030;rs=10031;rs=10032;rs=10033;rs=10045;rs=10048;rs=10049;rs=10052;rs=10064;rs=10071;rs=10086;rs=10088;rs=10094;rs=10104;rs=10114;rs=10115;ptype=s;slug=la-gd-dewanatron1-2009jun01;rg=ur;ref=latimescom;pos=1;sz=120x60;tile=2;u=http://www.latimes.com/theguide/summer/la-gd-dewanatron1-2009jun01,0,1358074.story;~aopt=2/0/ff/1;~sscs=%3fhttp://Contests.tribune.com/beaches/LA-Times
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3840/0/0/%2a/y;214974397;0-0;0;37602456;6-120/60;31470480/31488356/1;u=http://www.latimes.com/theguide/summer/la-gd-dewanatron1-2009jun01,0,1358074.story;~okv=;rs=10009;rs=10010;rs=10011;rs=10017;rs=10019;rs=10026;rs=10027;rs=10030;rs=10031;rs=10032;rs=10033;rs=10045;rs=10048;rs=10049;rs=10052;rs=10064;rs=10071;rs=10086;rs=10088;rs=10094;rs=10104;rs=10114;rs=10115;ptype=s;slug=la-gd-dewanatron1-2009jun01;rg=ur;ref=latimescom;pos=1;sz=120x60;tile=2;u=http://www.latimes.com/theguide/summer/la-gd-dewanatron1-2009jun01,0,1358074.story;~aopt=2/0/ff/1;~sscs=%3fhttp://Contests.tribune.com/beaches/LA-Times
http://www.latimes.com/theguide/summer/la-gd-dewanatron1-2009jun01,0,5919186,email.story
http://www.latimes.com/theguide/summer/la-gd-dewanatron1-2009jun01,0,5586942,print.story
javascript:void(0);
http://user.latimes.com/login
http://user.latimes.com/register
http://user.latimes.com/register
http://user.latimes.com/login
http://www.latimes.com/theguide/summer/la-ghettogloss-event-pg,0,6731134.photogallery
http://web.adblade.com/
http://web.adblade.com/?section=serve&action=click&appId=1152&zid=4a0873159bcee&adId=4977&zoneId=5
http://web.adblade.com/?section=serve&action=click&appId=1152&zid=4a0873159bcee&adId=4977&zoneId=5
http://web.adblade.com/?section=serve&action=click&appId=1152&zid=4a0873159bcee&adId=4977&zoneId=5
http://web.adblade.com/?section=serve&action=click&appId=1152&zid=4a0873159bcee&adId=4977&zoneId=5
http://web.adblade.com/?section=serve&action=click&appId=1152&zid=49c16b712a2d0&adId=4316&zoneId=5
http://web.adblade.com/?section=serve&action=click&appId=1152&zid=49c16b712a2d0&adId=4316&zoneId=5
http://web.adblade.com/?section=serve&action=click&appId=1152&zid=49c16b712a2d0&adId=4316&zoneId=5
http://web.adblade.com/?section=serve&action=click&appId=1152&zid=49c16b712a2d0&adId=4316&zoneId=5
https://www.adblade.com/?section=registration&action=advertiser
https://www.adblade.com/?section=registration&action=advertiser
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=1152&zid=4b424d3b84f31&adId=10258&zoneId=51
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=1152&zid=4b424d3b84f31&adId=10258&zoneId=51
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=1152&zid=4b424d3b84f31&adId=10258&zoneId=51
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=1152&zid=4b424d3b84f31&adId=10258&zoneId=51
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=1152&zid=4b0d696a77c0f&adId=9517&zoneId=51
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=1152&zid=4b0d696a77c0f&adId=9517&zoneId=51
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=1152&zid=4b0d696a77c0f&adId=9517&zoneId=51
http://media.intermundomedia.com/click.ng?spacedesc=2039707_1086077_100x75_2039706_2039707&af=1078728&ml_pkgkw=-%253A%2522%2522&ml_pbi=-2039707&ml_camp=1076492&ml_crid=2039708&click=http://www.tracfoneprepaid.com/?imm_cid=06-60&imm_mid=06000000000006
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=1152&zid=4b0d696a77c0f&adId=9517&zoneId=51
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=1152&zid=4b424d3b84f31&adId=10258&zoneId=51
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=1152&zid=4b424d3b84f31&adId=10258&zoneId=51
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=1152&zid=4b424d3b84f31&adId=10258&zoneId=51


1/4/10 10:50 PMShine on, Dewanatron - Los Angeles Times

Page 2 of 4file:///Users/leondewan/Desktop/Shine%20on,%20Dewanatron%20-%20Los%20Angeles%20Times.webarchive

Most Viewed Most Emailed

1. Air France flight carrying 228 people is lost after
reporting electrical failure

2. Stephen Colbert, 'arch conservative'

3. NBA Finals: Goofy is the name of the game

4. Andy Roddick sent packing at French Open

5. North Korea set to fire long-range missile, news
report says

6. Lakers begin work on conquering cape fear

7. Suspect in Kansas abortion doctor's slaying
reportedly belonged to anti-government militia

8. A prom dress she never got to show off

9. For Jehovah's Witnesses, it's all  about spreading
the word

10. Missing French jet hit thunderstorms over Atlantic

place.

Spoons, in fact, were the motif of the evening, with silver
spoons arranged on the walls, as the night also celebrated
the birthday of Spoonfed Art proprietor Karin Collins. Her
jewelry, based on spoons (www.spoonfedart.com), has been
featured in about a zillion publications including Nylon,
Health, Jane and L.A. Weekly, and is available at the
Ghettogloss boutique.

Magician Rob Zabrecky, formerly in Silver Lake band
Possum Dixon, even kicked the night off with a card trick
and some illusions. Which were really good and worked
even in lights so dim you could hardly see. What more do
you want from a Sunday night?
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Dewanatron Show
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